High-dose intracavitary cisplatin with intravenous thiosulfate. Low incidence of serious neurotoxicity.
Recent published reports have suggested that cisplatin administered in high doses or in certain combination chemotherapy can cause serious neurotoxicity in a large percentage of patients treated. In several high-dose cisplatin-based intracavitary chemotherapy trials with the simultaneous intravenous administration of sodium thiosulfate, the incidence of clinically relevant neurotoxicity has been extremely low. In addition, several patients with serious preexisting cisplatin-induced neurologic dysfunction were treated without worsening of their clinical condition. It is suggested that thiosulfate might have been responsible for the low incidence of neurotoxicity in this patient population. Further experimental and clinical investigation of the potential of this agent to protect against cisplatin-induced neuropathy appears warranted.